Renewable Energy in a Rural Community
An environmental group has been looking at how energy efficiency and green technology can cut household bills by 75%.
Residents from Talysarn and Nantlle took the long trip down the A470 to see how projects in the South Wales valleys are being developed to suit the differing needs of local communities.

The projects visited demonstrated a range of technologies, including exterior and interior insulation for solid wall houses, photovoltaics (solar electric panels) and solar thermal (hot water) systems.

The visit was part of an ongoing energy project organised by the Talysarn and Nantlle Environment Group in association with Communities First and funded by the Lottery’s Awards for All scheme.

It follows a community “Energy Day” and a unique Rural Energy Survey undertaken by Steve Woosey of the North Wales Energy Advice Centre and funded by the Welsh Assembly Government.
Occupants of the Valley’s properties spoke enthusiastically about improved warmth and comfort in the home and fuel bills cut to just a quarter of previous levels.

Maggy Webb who went on the trip said,”It was amazing: people were just so pleased to share their knowledge and experience.”

Phil Burdett said,”All the different technologies were explained on site as well as the financial and even commercial benefits.”
Inspired by what they have seen, the group has already met to discuss the next steps. A combination of short, medium and long term actions look likely.

The projects seen made a point of using local contactors and suppliers where possible and have set up local training opportunities and apprenticeships.

Environment Group and (Talysarn and Nantlle) Partnership member Margaret Shakespeare said, “That’s exactly how we’d like to do things here. We’ve seen what can be done with social housing. The challenge now is to find the mechanism, agencies and funding appropriate to our community’s needs as identified by the survey, and for private homeowners.”

Results of the survey, photos and information about the trip are available here: http://www.nantlle.com/talysarn-and-nantlle-partnership.htm 
